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Please help St. Mary 
School and donate to the 
2022-2023 Annual Fund. 
Thank you for your 
generosity to our school!

St. Mary School Organizations — Leadership
St. Mary School Board
President—Chris Johnson
Vice President—Open
Secretary—Lou Ann Morrison
Additional Board Members: 
Skip Fox 
Steven Manning 
Greg Dalencourt 
Chris Kujawa 
Lance Cusumano
Ex Facto—Mr. Heinzman 
Ex Facto—Father Nick Junker

St. Mary Home & School Board
President—Christina Kiefer
Past President—Janelle Heaney 
Vice President—Alaina Cusumano
Secretary—Heather Kelly 
Treasurer—Heather Rawls 
Additional Board Members: 
Jane Klein 
Chelsea McMahon 
Emily Manning 
Emily Harrison 
Kevin & Stacy Helm

St. Mary Athletic Association
President—Tim Bain
Secretary—Hollie Collie 
Treasurer—Kendra Clark 
A.D.—Steven Spotanski 
Additional Board Members: 
Jeff Harrison 
Jean Jones

“A Catholic Family Forming 
Scholar’s, Citizens, and Saints”

St. Mary School Mission
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2022 ANNUAL FUND DRIVE
The 2022-23 Annual Fund has a goal of $25,000. Since the tuition the parents’ 
pay doesn’t fully cover the cost of educating St. Mary students, the school uses 
the Annual Fund Drive and School Raffle to help offset the high costs of educating 
children. The average cost to educate a student at St. Mary School is $8,000 per 
year! 100% of Annual Fund donations go to St. Mary School. This year’s campaign 
launched August 1st. So far this year we have raised $7195 towards our goal. 

Will you help our school? Can you help our school? We need your donation large 
or small. The investment is for your children and grandchildren. Please help us 
give them the best.

Your Annual Fund donation helps ensure St. Mary School is doing its utmost to 
provide its current students with a well rounded Catholic Education. Thanks for 
your generosity.  A list of donors will be published towards the end of the school 
year. If you wish to not have your name published please state anonymous with 
your donation.  All donations receive a thank you letter for use when doing your 
taxes. Thanks for your generosity! 

Please support the 2022-2023 Annual Fund and donate today. 
Return the white envelope in this newsletter with your donation.
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Congratulations to Branden Schrader, who 
as a step to Ordination as a Deacon was 
installed as an Acolyte this morning 
alongside his class by Bishop McGovern.
Acolytes are ministers dedicated to service 
at the altar, assisting the Priest and Deacon 
in the celebration of the Liturgy.  Please 
pray for Branden, his wife Beth, and for an 
increase in vocations.

<
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Home & School Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/groups/270578289625229/ 
 
St. Mary School Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/stmarysmtvernon/

The quarterly newsletter may be viewed 
on the St. Mary School website under 

latest news IN COLOR!

St. Mary School 

Website 
stmary.school

Connect online

Congratulations to Caroline Klein 
& Ilan Vargas for being baptized 
and receiving first Communion.  
Both received their Sacraments 
earlier in November. 

Congratulations to both families.

On behalf of the Office of  
Education, Mrs. Spotanski was 
recognized for her 25 years of 

service to the Diocese of  
Belleville. Join us in  

congratulating Mrs. Spotanski!

I thank the many students who dressed up 
as Saints and shared their stories.  The 
students extra effort truly helped to enrich  
a special Holy Day of Obligation. Thank you 
to the Saint Mary staff members who worked 
so hard to help students be ready and to the 
parents who helped with costumes. 

CongratulationsCongratulations

Thank you to Bishop McGovern for visiting Saint Mary, the Immaculate Conception Church for the Sacrament 
of Confirmation. Congratulations to all of the Saint Mary families who had loved ones that were confirmed 
this earlier this month.

UPCOMING SACRAMENTS 2023 
First Reconciliation is February 11, 2023 at 10:00 am

First Communion is April 23, 2023 at 10:00 am

All Saints Day
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2023-2024 Application Resources
Last month, we were excited to announce that families 
can make a reservation for a 2023-2024 Empower Illinois 
tax credit scholarship on January 18, 2023! Like years 
past, the reservation form will open on our website at 
6:30pm before submission at 7pm.
Please share the resources below with school families so 
they can prepare for the upcoming reservation night and 
application process. These resources can also be found 
on our website at empowerillinois.org/apply. Any ques-
tions from families about the reservation or application 
process can be directed to our Scholars Helpline 
(800-616-7606, scholars@empowerillinois.org). 
The incredible part of this program is that families who 
donate will receive a 75% percent tax credit off the 

EMPOWER

amount they donate. For example, if a family donates 
$2000 they would see a tax rebate of $1500 come 
directly off their taxes. 

In addition, there is a wealthy individual who is 
DOUBLING all donations for the Diocese of Belleville 
for any school who can reach $10,000 in donations. 
This program is for everyone looking for a tax rebate, 
which will directly benefit St. Mary School students. 
WHAT AN AMAZING PROGRAM TO HELP GROW 
ST. MARY SCHOOL! 

Please contact Mr. Heinzman with questions or to 
discuss the program in more detail. Thanks for your 
consideration of support St. Mary School’s Empower 
Illinois student tuition assistance program.

St. Mary School
EmpowerOUR FAMILIES

Save the Date
St. Mary Raffle Dinner

March 18, 2023 • 6:00 pm 
Doors open 5:30 pm
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The November service project was headed up by the 
First Grade.  They collected donations and used the 
funds to purchase grocery gift cards so that needy fam-
ilies could purchase items for their Thanksgiving meals.  
They offer thanks to everyone who donated!  A special 
thank you to Cusumano’s food their donation of fresh 
fruits and vegetables as well. 

The St Mary School Christmas program was able to return this year. After having to cancel it a couple years 
ago and last year having to be online, we were so excited to be able to share the Christmas joy and true 
meaning of Christmas with everyone. The children worked so hard to learn a number of songs that were 
selected from past Christmas plays that I had directed over the last 20 years. The program was absolutely 
beautiful and really helped to prepare everyone for the true meaning of Christmas, the birth of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.  Thank you to all those who were able to attend!   
 Emily Harrison

Christ Centered ChristmasChrist Centered Christmas

During the month of December the ladies of the 
CCW work tirelessly to collect lists of families in 
need, supply wish lists, collect donations, and 
organize for delivery. Thank you to everyone who 
adopted families and children from the Angel Tree. 
It’s truly amazing to see our Church & School family 
generously give to others in need.

”Charity is the cement which binds Communities to God and persons to one another”
-Vincent de Paul.
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Mrs. Robinson took EDC students outside. They took turns saying what they are thankful for!

Highlights!Highlights!

 Anna Kosierkiewicz
 
I was the valedictorian for the MVTHS class of 2022. 
I’m currently a first year student at Washington University in St. Louis and 
I’m currently undecided on my major.  St. Mary’s is where academic interests 
began.  I remember most days, I’d be happy to go to school because I knew I 
would learn and I could learn with a small, close class.  The education I had at 
St. Mary assisted me greatly throughout high school.  I will forever be grateful 
for my teachers and my experience at St. Mary’s.

Lauren Heinzman
I am currently a D3 at Southern Illinois University- School of Dental Medicine. I will be 
a licensed dentist in only 1 1/2 more years! 
One of the many reasons I loved St. Mary’s growing up was the family environment 
that we always had! When it came to school all the teachers were always looking out 
for our best interest. Sports, we had parents who volunteered to coach us. Holidays, 
parents came in to help with the parties. I remember in middle school the teachers 
agreed if we brought enough snacks in for everyone, we could take a “snack break” 
any day. So of course I made brownies or cake at least once a week in 8th grade. 
Building such a close knit community to where then my family would hang out with 
other families from the school on weekends was just one of the main reasons I loved 
going to a smaller, private school! Additionally, through St. Mary’s I have met some of 
my best friends who I still keep in contact with to this day! I have also gained so many 
other adults who watched me grow up and have kept in contact, who are now like 
second families to me!  
I’m so thankful for the education I have received from St. Mary’s and believe it was 
the foundation I needed to get me to where I am today. I will 100% send my kid to a 
Catholic school some day.

Alumni Spotlight!Alumni Spotlight!

Trixie Amorado
 
I graduated St Mary’s in… oh gosh 2006 i believe. I graduated med school 
and residency and now I work as an Ob/Gyn doctor in Ohio. St. Mary’s was 
great because as a small community, I was able to form some wonderful 
friendships in which some of them I still have today! One of my best friends is 
someone I met at St. Mary’s in kindergarten and I knew we’d hit it off right on 
the playground

St. Mary robotics team competed against 24 teams at Fulton Junior High placing 6th overall and qualifying 
for the state competition! We were finalist with our innovation project receiving a trophy!
Congratulations to Mrs. Chesnek and the St. Mary Robotics Team! We are proud of you! Go Knights!

Saint 
 Nicholas 

stopped by 
St. Mary’!

TECHKNIGHTS HEADED TO STATE!

CCW Ladies Holiday Bizarre

Ms Michelle’s kindergarten class and 

Mr Eischens grade 6 paired to create a Jungle 

themed Christmas tree for Spero ‘s Festival 

of Trees fundraiser at Cedarhurst. Middle school hosted a Halloween 
carnival for students!


