
Please support the 2019-2020 Annual Fund and donate today. Return the white 
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Inside this 

issue: 

      2019 Annual Fund Drive  

The 2019-2020 Annual Fund has a goal of $15,000. Since the tuition the parents’ 

pay doesn’t fully cover the cost of educating St. Mary students, the school uses the 

Annual Fund Drive and School Raffle to help offset the high costs of educating chil-

dren. The average cost to educate a student at St. Mary School is $8,000 per year! 

100% of Annual Fund donations go to St. Mary School. So far this year we have 

raised $3,420 towards our goal. 

 

Will you help our school? Can you help our school? We need your donation large or 

small. The investment is for your children and grandchildren. Please help us give 

them the best! 

 

Your Annual Fund donation helps ensure St. Mary School is doing its utmost to pro-

vide its current students with a well rounded Catholic Education. Thanks for your 

generosity.  A list of donors will be published towards the end of the school year. If 

you wish to not have your name published please state anonymous with your do-

nation.  All donations receive a thank you letter for use when doing your taxes. 

Thanks for your generosity!  

Pictured are students in Grades 1-5 who cleaned St. Mary Cemetery. St. Mary students 

clean the cemetery each fall and spring. More service projects pictures on Page 3.  
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Prices: 

Full-time weekly $125 

Registration Fee:  $25 per child and $35 for two or more children 

(annually) 

The Educational Daycare program is open from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 

p.m. daily 

The Educational Daycare for the 2019-2020 school year has full enrollment. Please call the school office to add your child’s 

name to our waiting list.  Parents who would like to add their students names to the pre-registration list for next year are    

encouraged to call Mrs. Dolwick in the school office at 242-5353. EDC students are pictured below with lots of smiles after a 

filed trip to Marlow’s Pumpkin Patch in October.  
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More pictures 

of students 

cleaning St. 

Mary Cemetery 

in October. It 

was a beautiful 

fall day! 

Mrs. Chesnek’s Grade 5 

class led another October 

service project collecting 

coats for the St. Vincent de 

Paul Society in Belleville. 

Pictured to the right are 

Grade 5 students with all the 

coats they collected.  
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The quarterly newsletter may be viewed on 

the St. Mary School website under latest news 

IN COLOR! 

The St. Mary Techknights meet 

each Tuesday after school. This 

year they are working on a project 

called “City Shaper”. This year’s 

project is focusing on building a 

structure to help improve the com-

munity in which the students live.  
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Math Fact Scholars 

Math Fact Scholars 
• Nurture Study Habits Required for Academic Success 

• Improve Math Skills, Speed & Accuracy 

• Earn Ribbons, Medals & Trophies 

 

MATH FACT SCHOLARS is a weekly math testing program that moti-
vates students to improve their math skills as they advance through 
program skill levels, mastering basic addition, subtraction, multiplica-
tion & division facts, multi-digit computation, and working with frac-
tions, decimals and percentages. Students earn ribbons, medals and trophies along the way! This is not a math 
tutoring program. Students advance in the program at their own pace, based upon their commitment to preparing 
for the weekly testing sessions and completing the testing requirements for each skill level. Students receive pro-
gram workbooks for at home math practice. 

 

This licensed program is offered weekly by parent volunteers and Principal Heinzman. St. Mary School is the on-
ly school in the area to offer this program. Upon completion, students may continue to participate in the program 
as student ambassadors.  

MFS 1st Quarter Update / September 6 – November 1, 2019 
 

The first testing session of the school year was held September 6, with 45 students registered and attending reg-
ularly. Congratulations to the following students who completed their levels during the first quarter.  

 

Blue Ribbon:  

Haylee Long, grade 1 

Ethan Gascon, grade 1 

Bronze Medal: 

Grant Holloway, grade 3 

Alyssa Ortgiesen, grade 4 

Gold Medal: 

Makenzie Long, grade 5 

Platinum Trophy Level:  

Skyler Taylor, grade 7 

Great Job Students! 



St. Mary School—Mount Vernon, IL 
 Distance Learning Policy 

2019-2020 

 
St. Mary School Staff has developed a plan for a distance learning day in the event that school would need to be cancelled. The fol-
lowing guidelines have been discussed and edited through various stakeholder meetings. Please address questions or concerns re-
garding the following guidelines to Mr. Brett Heinzman at bheinzman@stmarymtvernon.org. These guidelines will be reviewed and 
posted each fall.  
 
Distance Learning Guidelines:  

1. In the event of an emergency, distance learning will be announced through the Option C Emergency Alert System as soon as the 

decision is made. 

2. The State of Illinois allows for a maximum of 4 distance learning days each school year, which count as a school day meaning 

the day wouldn’t be added to the end of the school calendar. 

3. After the distance learning day is announced, teachers will notify parents/guardians by 8 a.m. of all assignments to be com-

pleted for that day. Teachers will communicate with parents using their preferred method of communication that they use on a week-
ly basis. (If you are unsure, please check with your homeroom teacher ahead of time.) 

4. Attendance must still be taken in order for the distance learning day to count as a school day.  Parents must respond to the 

teacher’s message listing the assignments by 12:00pm on the distance learning day for their child to be counted “present” 
at school that day. Teachers will submit attendance electronically by 12:00 pm on the distance learning day using the Option C Stu-
dent Information System (SIS). 

5. Teachers will be available to answer questions between 8:00am-12:00pm on the distance learning day. They will be check-

ing their communication tool at least once an hour during that period. 

6. Students will have the distance learning day/s plus one extra consecutive school day to complete the distance learning 

work and turn it in to their teacher to be graded.  

7. On a Distance Learning day students will have assignments for Religion, PE, Math, Reading, Writing, and a Service Activity.  

8. Teachers are aware that each family may have special circumstances and that unexpected events may occur. If your family has a 

unique circumstance, please communicate with your homeroom teacher so we can work with you to solve the problem. 
Teachers will create a Distance Learning Day packet for each of the four potential Distance Learning Days. The first Distance Learn-

ing Day packet will be sent home to parents by the end of August. Parents are asked to put this packet in a safe location so that it may 

be accessed in the event a Distance Learning Day is announced. Each teacher’s Distance Learning Day packet will also be accessi-

ble on the Option C SIS system. Teachers will inform their parents how to access the Distance Learning Day curriculum on Option C. 

 

For Parents/Guardians  
 

• Parents/Guardians will be informed of the distance learning policy each school year by the end of August.  

• Parents are encouraged to set up their individual Option C account. Parents are welcome to contact the school for help in setting 
up their parent account. 

• Parents/Guardians, along with teachers and students, are asked to remember that distance learning days are designed to be flex-
ible: if a child struggles with a concept or assignment and is unable to complete the work that day, parents should remind their 
son or daughter to communicate with the teacher the next day about how to meet requirements.  

• Parents/Guardians should contact teachers directly between 8 a.m. and Noon on a distance learning day with any questions or 
concerns that may have regarding distance learning day assignments.  

Distance learning packets were handed out to parents at parent/teacher conferences. The complete Distance Learning 

Policy is available to read on the St. Mary School website. Parents may also access their child’s Distance Learning packet 

by logging into the Option C database. If you have any questions please contact your child’s teacher in advance.  

mailto:bheinzman@stmarymtvernon.org
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Quarterly AR Incentives 

1st Quarter—Ice Cream Treat/Extra Recess 

2nd Quarter—Special Treat at Lunch/Out of Uniform Day 

3rd Quarter—Treat/Sock Hop 

4th Quarter—Ice Cream Treat/Extra Recess 
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Please help St. 

Mary School and 

donate to the 

2019-2020 Annual 

Fund. Thanks for 

your generosity to 

our school! 
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