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Students and staff organized the 1st Responder Luncheon service project in October. Story featured on page 3 of this newsletter.
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2018 Annual Fund Drive
The 2018-2019 Annual Fund will be used to help offset the many campus safety projects
the school underwent and more in the future. The St. Mary School Board determined the
need to bolster school security for increased student safety. The St. Mary School Board is
currently reviewing the potential for adding a new school drop off by the remodeled breezeway. This has been identified as the biggest school safety need. The 2018 Annual Fund
donations will be put towards this important campus safety update. More information will be
shared in the future.
Will you help our school? Can you help our school? We need your donation large or small.
The investment is for your children and grandchildren. Please help us give them the best.
Thanks for your generosity.
A list of donors will be published towards the end of the school year. If you wish to not have
your name published please state anonymous with your donation. All donations receive a
thank you letter for use when doing your taxes. Thanks for your generosity!
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Middle School language arts teacher, Rebecca Nation, is organizing a special
Veteran’s Day Program at St. Mary School this year. November 12th we will be
honoring Veterans by witnessing a Flag Folding Ceremony. Our local VFW has
agreed to help teach us about the significance of this honored tradition.
The flag folding ceremony is preformed in a dramatic and uplifting way to honor
the flag on special days such as Veterans Day. The assembly will be held at
2:00 pm in the St. Mary Gym. All are welcome to attend!

Angel Alert! The Night Heaven Came Down—December 13—1 and 6 p.m. Performances

Angel" means "messenger," and what better way to spread the message at Christmas time
than with angels! In Angel Alert!, created by Celeste Clydesdale and arranged by David
T. Clydesdale, the children's choir is made up of angels! In fact, they are all waiting to be told
when to go to earth and make the grand announcement. As they wait for the call, they review
God's faithfulness through His promises and some of the prophecies about the Savior's birth.
The musical is full of worship and plenty of celebration, since the angels understand the love
God has for His people in sending His Son to earth. Mr. Winchester’s band students will entertain before each play performances.

Borowiak's IGA
Registration information will be coming soon for vendors. Please mark you calendar for this annual Adults Only fun, food event. This year the St. Mary Home and
School Association is organizing the event and has Polly Launay scheduled as
the musical guest.

The 20th Annual St. Mary School Raffle Dinner will take place Saturday, March 16, with a festive
St. Patrick’s Day theme. This year we will pass the $2,000,000 mark in funds generated for St.
Mary School by the raffle/dinner. St. Mary Raffle tickets will go on sale in December. Weekly
early bird drawings will start in mid-January. Please look for much more information about this
fantastic family event in the near future. Thanks to Roy Schmidt, Raffle Chairperson, for leading
this fundraiser in now its 20th year!

Volume 13 Issue 2

Page 3

Math Fact Scholars Update—Caroline Houle

Math Fact Scholars
Nurture Study Habits Required for Academic Success
Improve Math Skills, Speed & Accuracy
Earn Ribbons, Medals & Trophies

MATH FACT SCHOLARS is a weekly math testing program that motivates Kindergarten – 8th grade students
to improve their math skills as they advance through program skill levels, mastering basic addition, subtraction, multiplication, & division facts, multi-digit computation, and working with fractions, decimals and percentages. Students earn ribbons, medals and trophies along the way! This is not a math tutoring program. Students advance in the program at their own pace, based upon their commitment to preparing for the weekly
testing sessions and completing the testing requirements for each skill level. Students receive program workbooks for at home math practice.
This licensed program is offered weekly by parent volunteers in the Fellowship Room. St. Mary School is the
only school in the area to offer this program. We look forward to an exciting year and to having more St. Mary
students complete the program. So far, 10 students have completed all skill levels. Upon completion, students
may continue to participate in the program as student ambassadors.

MFS 1st Quarter Update / September 7 – October 19, 2018
The first testing session of the school year was September 7, with 47 students registered and attending regularly. Congratulations to the following students who completed their levels during the first quarter.
Blue Ribbon: Hayden Shewmake, grade 1
Bronze Medal:
Alisa Kochina, grade 1
Kadin Nguyen, grade 1
Emanuel Jorge-Calcetto, grade 1
Silver Medal:
Regan Campo, grade 5
Kennedy Bax, grade 4
Maggie Beth Bradford, grade 5
Olympian Series Fractions Trophy: Isabella Stanford, grade 5

Mrs.Munie’s kindergarten students performed an A B C Fashion Show for parents in the Fellowship Room. Students dressed
up as letters and showed their parents posters of information that they have learned for various letters.

Leslie Kueker is pictured visiting
Mrs. Kiefer’s Grade 4 students
leading an “AG in the Classroom
Project.

Robotics team is
building their robots
and setting up missions to begin programming on their
into orbit challenge!
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Eighth grade student, Justice Malone became the first male or female athlete in school history
to score over 1,000 points in their career. Congratulations to Justice and her family. Pictured
with Justice (bottom right) are Coaches Steven Spotanski and Jean Jones.

St. Mary School’s baseball team completed an
amazing season with a
4th place finish at state.
Congratulations to Head
Coach Ray Garrett and
all the athletes on an
outstanding season!
(Team pictured to the
right).

The quarterly newsletter may be viewed on
the St. Mary School website under latest news
IN COLOR!
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St. Mary School’s October VBRD service project was a First Responder Luncheon. The younger students decorated table mats and
signs while the older students served food that staff members prepared. The service project was an excellent way to say thank you to
all the men and women who serve Jefferson County in various law enforcement positions.

The St. Mary School of Mount Vernon Education Endowment was created in 1990, with an opening balance of
$65,000. Tom Burke left $45,000 to the school endowment December 17, 1997. On January 24, 2006, Myrtle Heidenreich gave a bequest of $276,000, which to date is the largest donation ever to the school endowment. Over the
past twelve years, the school endowment has grown at an average of 7.63 percent from interest on investments
and a couple of funeral memorial donations. Today the St. Mary School Endowment has a balance of $1,047,526.
In 2007, the St. Mary School Endowment donated $8,800 to add air conditioners to the school. Over the years, the
St. Mary School Endowment provided funds to the school when there was a budget shortfall. In 2015, the St. Mary
School Endowment donated $20,000 towards the new school roof project. In 2017 and 2018, the St. Mary School
Endowment donated $35,000 each year specifically for tuition assistance. St. Mary School is blessed to have a
long-term financial nest egg that can also annually provide some financial assistance to the school. Please look inside your hearts and consider a gift. To learn more about donating to the St. Mary School Mount Vernon Education
Endowment please contact Robert C. Herr III at 618-237-7101 or call St. Mary School at 242-5353 and ask to visit
with Principal Brett Heinzman.
School Endowment Board Members: Robert C. Herr III, President James R. Dolwick, Vice President James G.
Leuty, Treasurer Jenna G. Johnson, Secretary Ed Zawila—Fund Manager Ex Officio—Father John Iffert—Ex Officio—Brett Heinzman
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Quarterly AR Incentives
1st Quarter—Ice Cream Treat/Extra Recess
2nd Quarter—Special Treat at Lunch/Out of Uniform Day
3rd Quarter—Treat/Sock Hop
4th Quarter—Ice Cream Treat/Extra Recess

St. Mary School decided to return to Accelerated Reading this year. Classroom teachers will set quarterly
goals for students to achieve. AR is a stand alone reading program that is done outside the framework of
normal classroom curriculum. We encourage all students to read for fun and work towards achieving each
quarterly incentive. Thanks to the St. Mary Home and School Association for helping to pay a portion of the
annual AR subscription cost.

Third and Fifth grades came together for their First Friday Prayer Circle about how God created us “good” but not
“perfect”. We make mistakes and rely on those around us to help us to live in virtue. The activity had three parts leaves, roots, and trunk. On the leaves they drew symbols of sins they have committed that they have asked for
God’s forgiveness. The roots have names of all of the people who support them and guide them in living virtue.
The trunk is full of sticky notes filled with the virtues we need to practice to grow closer to God. (Mrs. Gore)
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Please help St.
Mary School and
donate to the
2018-2019 Annual
Fund. Thanks for
your generosity to
our school!

St. Mary School Organizations—Leadership
St. Mary Athletic Association

President—Brett Hall

St. Mary Home and School
Board

Vice President—Josh Haile

President—Emily Manning

Secretary—Brandon Bullard

Treasurer—Suzie Schmidt

Secretary—Taryn Zapp

Additional Board Members:

A.D.—Jean Jones

Treasurer—Monica Akes

Additional Board Members

Additional Board Members
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Ray Garrett
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Rob Kiefer

St. Mary School Board

Jay Wheeler
Ray Baril
Anita Bochantin
Floyd Brookman
Brandon Schrader

Janelle Heaney

Ed O’Rourke

Kendra Bonner

Lou Ann Morrison
Skip Fox
Ex Facto—Brett Heinzman
Ex Facto—Father John Iffert

President—Steven Spotanski

