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Inside this 

issue: 

      2018 Annual Fund Drive  

The 2018-2019 Annual Fund will be used to help offset the many campus safety projects 

the school underwent and more in the future. The St. Mary School Board determined the 

need to bolster school security for increased student safety. First a 28 camera campus 

monitoring system was installed. This gives the staff the ability to view all entrances/exits, 

hallways, along with outdoor spaces such as our playground. The second campus project 

was the installation of a campus all call system in the event of emergencies.100% of your 

Annual Fund donation will go towards these and additional school security projects. This 

year’s Annual Fund goal is $25,000. (More information on Page 4). 

 

Will you help our school? Can you help our school? We need your donation large or small. 

The investment is for your children and grandchildren. Please help us give them the best. 

Thanks for your generosity.   

 

A list of donors will be published towards the end of the school year. If you wish to not have 

your name published please state anonymous with your donation.  All donations receive a 

thank you letter for use when doing your taxes. Thanks for your generosity!  

Thank you for helping us reach our goal for the 2017-2018 Annual Fund of a new playground! 
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Prices: 

Full-time weekly $125 

Part-time (3 times per week) M,W,F $100 

Part-time (2 times per week) T/Th $65 

Registration Fee:  $25 per child and $35 for two or more chil-

dren (annually) 

The Educational Daycare program is open from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 

p.m. daily 

Space is still available in the Educational Daycare for the 2018-2019 school year. Parents who would like to add their students 

names to the pre-registration list for next year are encouraged to call Mrs. Dolwick in the school office at 242-5353.  

In the tradition of Taste of Chicago, St. Mary Catholic Church will present Taste of St. Mary 8,  sponsored by Borowiak’s IGA. The event will be 

held Saturday, January 19, in the St. Mary Gymnasium following the 5:00 p.m. Mass. Tasting will be from 6:15-8:00 p.m. with musical enter-

tainment from 6:00-9:00 p.m.  This is an adults only event. 

 

The St. Mary Home and School Association is taking over this fundraiser starting this year. This will become their major annual fundraiser. 

Nearly all of the funds the St. Mary Home and School Association raises is given back to St. Mary School in some way. Please plan to be a 

part of this fun adult social, food event. 

 

The Taste of St. Mary is a food festival. St. Mary Church is seeking 20-25 vendors for the event. MORE INFORMATION AVAILABLE SOON. 

We will seek to fill the vendor roles first with parishioners. We will then open it up to the general public if there are any slots remaining.  Ven-

dors will be able to compete for 6 prizes: 4 food categories, best decorated booth and overall grand prize vendor. Individual families or Parish 

groups/committees may want to be vendors as a way to show your support for St. Mary Parish. 

 

Tickets will be available in January and may be purchased at the door or in advance at the St. Mary Parish Office or the St. Mary School Office.  

Beer and wine also will be available to purchase separately.  

 

Sample size portions of foods from 20-25 vendors will be available.  

 

For additional questions please contact the church office at 244-1559 or the school office at 242-5353. 

     

2019 
“TasTe of sT. Mary”—JAN. 19 

Borowiak's IGA 
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Hello! My name is Hannah Munie. This is my 

first year teaching Kindergarten at St. Mary's. 

I previously taught Third Grade for three 

years in Louisville, KY. I graduated from Bel-

larmine University with a degree in Elemen-

tary Education and a degree in Special Educa-

tion. I played college softball for Bellarmine 

University all four years. I just recently mar-

ried my husband, Wesley, and we moved to 

Mt. Vernon.  

  

In my classroom, you will see many different 

types of learning. I engage students with many 

different activities throughout the day that en-

hance learning. My favorite part about teach-

ing is watching the students learn a new skill 

and grow into lifelong learners. 

It is fulfilling to be a part of St. Mary, as member and in 

children ministry.  Children's growth, development and 

overall education have been a great passion of mine for 

many years.  

 

I was raised on a small farm in rural Geff, Illinois with 

two loving, Christian parents. 

 

Fast forward to 2000, I married my high school sweet-

heart. We both were students at SIUC at the time. In 

2001, I graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Plant and 

Soil Science. With a restlessness with my career path, I 

began volunteering with different children's groups. I 

wanted to work with children and help them. In 2006, I 

graduated with a Master’s Degree from the College of 

Education at Oakland City University in Indiana.  

God gave us a son in 2008 and a daughter in 2013. It was 

then I decided to step back from full time teaching in or-

der to focus more on my family.  

 

Although so very grateful for the family time, I missed 

teaching and working with kids. I am humbled to be back 

into the classroom and teaching these great students.   
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The quarterly newsletter may be viewed on 

the St. Mary School website under latest news 

IN COLOR! 

New Campus All Call 

Speaker Example  

Kemper Technology installed two new expensive campus security/safety projects this summer. 28 video cameras were in-

stalled around the interior and exterior of the school campus including the new playground. In addition, a new campus all call 

speaker system was installed in all school and church buildings for important announcements and for use during safety drills 

or emergencies. This year’s Annual Fund proceeds are going towards additional campus security safety improvements.  
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Math Fact Scholars Update—Caroline Houle 

Math Fact Scholars 
 Nurture Study Habits Required for Academic Success 

 Improve Math Skills, Speed & Accuracy 

 Earn Ribbons, Medals & Trophies 

 

MATH FACT SCHOLARS is a weekly math testing program that motivates Kindergarten – 8th grade students to 
improve their math skills as they advance through program skill levels, mastering basic addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, & division facts, multi-digit computation, and working with fractions, decimals and percentages. 
Students earn ribbons, medals and trophies along the way! This is not a math tutoring program. Students ad-
vance in the program at their own pace, based upon their commitment to preparing for the weekly testing ses-
sions and completing the testing requirements for each skill level. Students receive program workbooks for at 
home math practice. 

 

This licensed program is offered by parent volunteers every Friday morning in the Fellowship Room. St. Mary 
School is the only school in the area to offer this program! We look forward to an exciting year and to having 
more St. Mary students complete the program. So far, 10 students have completed all skill levels. Upon comple-
tion, students may continue to participate in the program as student ambassadors.  

 

Students may join Math Fact Scholars any time during the year. Kindergarten students begin in January 2019. 
For more information about Math Fact Scholars please visit the Math Fact Scholars Facebook page, or math-
factscholars.com  

 

Thanks to Jeff and Emily Harrison for research-

ing, assembling, and installing two new soccer 

goals for our  new playground green space. 

The students will love the new outdoor play 

choice. 

Congratulations to the Houle family for winning the St. Louis 

Cardinals Labor Day Raffle Pictured above is 3rd grade stu-

dent, Wyatt Evans, who was the top salesman selling over 

60 tickets. The Evans family received 4 tickets to a Cardi-

nals game too. Thanks to everyone who supported this fund-

raiser which made $6,350 for St. Mary School! 



“In the context of education, one-to-one computing (sometimes abbreviated as "1:1") refers to academic institu-

tions, such as schools or colleges, that allow each enrolled student to use an electronic device in order to access 

the Internet, digital course materials, and digital textbooks.”  

 

St. Mary School presently has 76 chromebooks. St. Mary School is working towards being a 1-1 school where 

each child has one piece of technology. St. Mary teachers use technology including chromebooks in a variety of 

applications to help intertwine building curriculum through daily instruction.  

 

Pictured below are students engaged on chromebooks as part of a lesson being taught.  

Mr. Winchester lead-

ing Leah in a lesson. 

Any student in Grades 

3-8 interested in Band 

are asked to contact 

the school. Mr. Win-

chester will have in-

struments at the Sept. 

12 school open house 

for interested students 

to try. 
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Quarterly AR Incentives 

1st Quarter—Ice Cream Treat/Extra Recess 

2nd Quarter—Special Treat at Lunch/Out of Uniform Day 

3rd Quarter—Treat/Sock Hop 

4th Quarter—Ice Cream Treat/Extra Recess 

St. Mary School decided to return to Accelerated Reading this year. Classroom teachers will set quarterly 

goals for students to achieve. AR is a stand alone reading program that is done outside the framework of 

normal classroom curriculum. We encourage all students to read for fun and work towards achieving each 

quarterly incentive. Thanks to the St. Mary Home and School Association for helping to pay a portion of the 

annual AR subscription cost.  

 

A New VBRD Adventure—Mrs. Trentman 
 

Students and staff have been divided into ten ‘Courts’; each court has its own Saint, Virtue, Color and 
Crest design (similar to a Coat of Arms). The idea to develop courts  came from the 2018 Restoration Mat-
ters Institute in St. Louis. Each year there is a VBRD training institute that lasts three to four days. At the 
training institute, ideas are shared about different ways to develop and nurture our virtues. The Courts con-
cept was one which other schools used as a successful way to understand and foster virtue development. 
Our courts will each design a coat of arms. The members of each court will work together to encourage a 
better understanding of their virtue and how to cultivate it. Creativity and teamwork will be promoted. 
The students have greeted this undertaking with enthusiasm-ask your student about their Court-what vir-
tue did they choose? Who is the Saint for the Court and what are examples of her or his virtue? What is 
significant about the color and crest for your child’s Court? Your interest and encouragement will be bene-
ficial for your child and increase their interest. Each court will involve interaction between students of differ-
ent grades and it will develop new relationships and strengthen our school community. 

VBRD—Guiding Principles 

1. We will dedicate ourselves to living viture. 

2. We will support others in living in viture. 

3. We will commit to constructive thoughts, words, and deeds. 

4. When faced with challenges or conflict, we will find solutions that cultivate 

virtue for ourselves and for one another.  
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Please help St. 

Mary School and 

donate to the 

2018-2019 Annual 

Fund. Thanks for 

your generosity to 

our school! 
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