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LESSON OBJECTIVES ASSESSMENT  throughout STANDARDS VOCABULARY 

UNIT 1 beginning 
 

 

Early Civilizations and 

Cultures 

 
*Acquire information from primary sources 

*Identify the contributions of significant 

individuals in prehistoric times 

*Analyze information by identifying the 

sequence of events 

 Observation 

 verbal questioning 

 Text book website self 
testing  

 Text web site lesson 
study guides and note 
creation 

 Lesson Reviews 

 Workbook pages 

 Foldables 

 Chapter Reviews 

 Chapter Tests 

 Unit Reviews 

 Unit tests 

 Performance 

Assessment 

options 

 Various Internet 

Webquests, games, 

activities 

 Power Point and Perzi 

creation 

  

CHAPTER 1 

Digging Up The Past 

Lesson 1   Early Gatherers 

and Hunters 

 

 
 

*Define archaeologist and explain the role of 

an archaeologist 

*Explain who the Clovis people were and how 

we know about them 

*Describe how historians and archaeologists 

use artifacts to study the past 

*Explain why we still do not know who the first 

Americans were 

*Describe what Stone Age healers did and 

identify the tools they used 

  

 
 
 
 
 

archaeologist 

archaeology 

artifact 

glacier 

migrate 

prehistory 

Lesson 2 Early Farmers  
*List the characteristics of the Stone Age 

*Define and explain domestication 

*Explain how the somestication of crops and 

animals changed the way people lived 

*Explain how we know what animals were 

domesticated during the Stone Age 

*Interpret information in time lines 

  
 

 
agriculture, carbon dating, 

climate, domestication, 

excavation site, 

domesticate, harvest, 

nomad, social division, 

technology 

Lesson 3 

Cultures 

Developing  
*Describe how complex cultures developed 

*Define and explain culture 

*Explain what encouraged the development of 

culture in the Americas 

   

 
 
 
 
 

anthropology 
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 *Describe the artifacts that tell us the most 

about the development of culture 

*Explain how landforms and climate influence 

cultures 

  culture 

diverse 

geography 

landform 

CHAPTER 2 

Early Civilizations 

Lesson 1   The Fertile 

Crescent 

 

 
 

*Explain how Mesopotamian civilization began 

and grew 

*Explain and describe where one of the first 

civilations arose 

*Describe the early agricultural techniques 

people used in Mesopotamia 

 
*Explain the significance of economic surplus 

in the rise of civilization in Mesopotamia 

*Explain why people in the Fertile Crescent 

settled in southern Mesopotamia 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

artisan, city-state, 

civilization, fertile, 

irrigation, plain, plateau, 

region 

Lesson 2 Mesopotamia  
*Describe Sumerian civilization 

*Explain the relationship between Sumerian 

religion and government 

*Explain how Sumerian writing changed over 

time 

*List and explain the significant achievements 

in technology and invention in early 

Mesopotamia 

*Explain how advances in Sumerian civilization 

occurred over time 

*Identify the contributions of significant 

individuals in early societies 

   
 
 
 
 

 
conquer, cuneiform, 

dynasty, empire, 

polytheism, scribe, society, 

ziggurat, 

Lesson 3 

Assyria 

Babylonia and 
 

 

*Explain who Hammarabi was 

*Explain the significance of the Code of 

Hammarabi 
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*List the similarities and differences between 

the Assyrian and Babylonian cultures 

*List and describe the contributions made by 

the Babylonians to civilization 

*Identify the contributions of significant 

individuals in early societies 

   
conquest 

Lesson 4 Hebrews, 

Phoenicians, and Lydians 
 
*Describe the origin of Ancient Israel and its 

civilization 

*Describe the origin and significance of 

Judaism as one of the first monotheistic 

religions 

 
*Explain the significance of Solomon's Temple 

*List and explain the significance of the 

contributions of the Lydians 

*Explain how the Phoenicians helped Spread 

ideas 

*Make inferences when all the facts are not 

available 

   

 
 
 
 
 

barter 

covenant 

descendant 

monotheism 

slavery 

synagogue 

UNIT 1 end *Identify significant examples of literature 

from various periods in world history 

*Describe how objects provide clues about a 

culture 

   

UNIT 2 beginning 
 

 

Early Civilizations in Africa 

and Asia 

 
*Acquire information from primary sources 

*Identify the contributions of significant 

individuals in ancient Egypt, China, & India 

*Analyze information by summarizing 

   

CHAPTER 3 

Ancient Egypt and Nubia 
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Lesson 1 

the Nile 

The Lifeline of 
 

 

*Explain how often and when the Nile flooded 

*Describe the route of the Nile River 
 

 

*List some of the technology the Egyptians 

used to adapt to the annual flooding of the Nile 

*List the ways the Nile was both beneficial and 

disastrous to Eqyptian civilization 

*Explain how understanding the flooding of 

the Nile helped Egyptian civilization thrive and 

last for thousands of years 

*Describe how map scales can show both large 

and small areas 

*Compare the relative sizes of scales of large 

and small areas 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

delta 

cataract 

papyrus 

silt 

Lesson 2 Life in Eqypt *Describe and explain the importance of 

pharaohs and pyramid building 

*Explain who unified Upper and Lower Egypt 

and when this happened 

*Define hieroglyphics and explain how we 

decoded them 

*List and explain the similarities and 

differences between Egyptian and Sumerian 

culture 

*Explain why trade was so important to Egypt's 

economy 

*Summarize the accomplishments of the tomb 

builders 

*Describe the difficulty and danger of the tomb 

builders' job 

*Evaluate the loyalty and courage shown by 

the timb builders 

*Identify the contributions of Hatshepsut 

*Evaluate the success of Hatshepsut's reign 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
economy 

hieroglyphics 

mummy 

pharaoh 

pyramid 

unify 
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Lesson 3   Nubia and 

Egypt 

*Compare and contrast the geography of Egypt 

and Nubia 

*Explain how and why the Egyptians interacted 

with the Nubians 

 
*Explain why other groups of peoples invaded 

Egypt and explain how this affected Nubia 

 
*Explain how the relationship between the 

Egyptians and Nubians changed over time 

   
 
 
 
 

 
independent 

Chapter 4   Ancient China 

Lesson 1   The Geography 

of China 

 

 

*Explain how people living in China control the 

Huang River 

 
*Explain how the Huang River is both beneficial 

and distrous to the people living by it 

*Explain why the Huang River is also called the 

Yellow River 

*Describe how the geography in China makes it 

a diverse country 

 
*Explain how to use a climograph to find out 

the average precipitation and temperature of 

an area over a period of time 

*Compare and contrast the climates of 

different areas using climographs 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

double cropping 

levee 

loess 

terrace 

Lesson 2 China's Past *List and describe some of the major 

achievemnets of the Han Dynasty 

*Explain how Chinese culture became unified 

during the Han Dynasty 

 
*List and describe some inventions that were 

made to improve daily life in ancient China 

   

 
 
 
 
 

ancestor 

civil service 

middleman 
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*Explain why Qin Shi Huangdi connected the 

defensive walls to make the Great Wall 

*Identify the contributions Qin Shi Huangdi 

made to China 

*Explain why the oppressive ruling style of 

*Qin Shi Huangdi led to his downfall 

  oracle bone 

pictograph 

province 

Lesson 3   Legacy of 

Thought 

*Explain how Confucianism, Daoism, and other 

ways of thought have influenced Chinese 

history and culture 

*List and explain the main principles of 

Confucianism 

*Explain what the Analects are 
 

 

*Explain other ways of thinking, besided 

Conficianism, that influenced Chines culture 

   

 
 
 
 
 

nobility 

Chapter 5 

Ancient India and Persia 
 

 

Lesson 1   Geography of 

South Asia 

 
 
 

 
*List and describe the main physical features in 

South Asia 

*Define subcontinent and explain how India 

became one 

*Describe how people have farmed on the 

Indo-Ganges Plain 

*Describe how the human geography of South 

Asia is diverse 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

monsoon season 

subcontinent 

subsistence farming 

Lesson 2  India and Persia  
*Identify the significance and contributions of 

the Mauryan Empire to Indian civilization 

*Explain and describe the Aryan migration 

*List and describe some of the ways the 

Persian culture influenced Indian culture and 

civilization 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
brahmin 
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 *Explain the sequence of events from early 

civilizations in India through the growth of 

Indian empires 

 
*Explain how the Vedas and other literature 

left by the Aryans affected Indian beliefs 

*Identify the contributions of significant 

individuals 

   

sudra 

Lesson 3  Hinduism  
*List and explain the main beliefs of Hinduism 

*Explain the roots of Hinduism 

*Describe and explain the significance of 

Brahman in Hinduism 

*Explain why the caste system was banned in 

the Indian government 

  
 

 
 
 

caste 

reincarnation 

Lesson 4   Buddhism  
*List and explain the main beliefs of Buddhism 

*Indetify the significance of the Buddha 

*Explain the relationship between the Four 

Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path in 

Biddhism 

*Gather, organize, and summarize information 

for a report 

   
 
 

 
enlightenment 

meditation 

UNIT 2 end *Explain how songs reflect the culture about 

which they were written 

*Understand form and function of an Egytian 

pyramid 

   

UNIT 4 beginning 

Mediterranean Empires 

 
*Acquire information from primary sources 

*Identify the contributions of significant 

individuals in ancient Greece and Rome 

*Analyze information by identifying the main 

idea and details 
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Chapter 9 

Ancient Greece 

Lesson 1   The Geography 

of Greece 

 
 
 

 
*Describe the physical features of Greece 
 

 

*Explain the importance of Minoan civilization 

*Name and describe the bodies of water that 

surround Greece 

*Explain how Greece's physical geography 

affected the lives of its people 

*Describe the importance of the sea in the life 

of the Greek people 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
agora 

plunder 

Lesson 2 The Greek City- 

States 

*Compare and contrast a democracy and an 

aristocracy 

*Describe the religious beliefs of the ancient 

Greeks 

*Define aristocracy 

*Describe the similarities and differences 

between civilizations in Sparta and Athens 

 
*Identify the contributions of significant 

individuals in ancient Greece, including Pericles 

*Interpret data on maps of different scales 

*Identify situations in which maps of a large 

scale or small scale are more useful 

   
 
 
 
 

 
aristocracy 

democracy 

immortal 

myth 

Lesson 3 The Golden Age 

of Athens 
 
*Describe the Golden Age of Athens 

*Define and explain the Delian League 

*Explain the importance of the Battle of the 

Salamis 

 
*Name some of the fields of study in which the 

Greeks excelled during the Golden Age 

   

 
 
 
 

marathon 

mercenary 

philosopher 

plague 

reason 
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 *Describe how the Greek city-states united to 

defeat Athens 

*Identify the accomplishments of significant 

individuals in ancient Greece 

   

Lesson 4 Alexander the 

Great 

*Explain how Alexander expanded the empire 

and spread Greek culture 

*Explain how Alexander became emperor 

*Explain and describe and explain Alexander's 

leadership skills 

*Define and describe Hellenistic culture 
 

 

*Explain how the discoveries of Hippocrates 

changed Greek and other people's lives 

   

Chapter 10   Ancient Rome 
 

 

Lesson 1 Rome's 

Beginnings 

 

 
 

*Explain how the Romans borrowed ideas and 

ways from the Etruscans 

*Explain the legend of Romulus and Remus and 

their importance to the study of ancient 

Roman history 

 
*Describe the importance of the Tiber River to 

the development of Roman civilization 

*Explain how Rome's physical geography 

helped its civilization 

*Explain the legend of Rome's founding 

Acquire information from primary and 

secondary sources 

   

Lesson 2 The Roman 

Republic 

*Describe the system of government in the 

Roman Republic 

*Define republic 

*Explain who Hannibal was and identify his 

achievements 

  caesar 

consul 

dictator 

patrician 

patriotism 
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 *Expalin the impact of Rome's conquests on 

the republic 

*Compare and contrast the powers that 

plebians and the patricians had during the 

Roman Republic 

  plebian 

representative 

republic 

Senate 

tribune 

Lesson 3 The Roman 

Empire 

*Describe the major achievements of the 

Romans 

*Explain who Augustus was and his significance 

in Roman history 

*Define and explain Pax Romana 
 

 

*Explain the importance of good rulers to the 

growth and expansion of the Roman Empire 

 
*List examples of Rome's advanced civilizations 

*Identify the accomplishments of Marcus 

Aurelius 

*Explain how Marcus Aurelius cared for the 

people of Rome 

*Identify the contributions of people who 

devote their lives to helping and caring for 

others 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

emperor 

gladiator 

Lesson 4 The Rise of 

Christianity 

*Explain how the Christian religion spread 

throughout the Roman Empire 

*Describe the contributions of Peter and Paul 

to Christianity 

*Define persecution and explain why the 

Christians were persecuted 

*Explain why Christianity became the main 

religion in the Roman Empire 

*Expalin connections between Christianity and 

Judaism 

   
 
 

 
catacomb 

disciple 

persecute 

synagogue 

Lesson 5 Rise and Fall *Explain how barbarian invasions affected the 

Roman Empire 

  auction 

pillage 
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 Define and explain the significance of 

mercenaries in the Roman Empire 

*Describe the impact of Constantine on the 

Roman Empire 

*Explain why the eastern half of the Roman 

Empire survived after the fall of the western 

half 

  pope 

vandal 

UNIT 4 end *Read an excerpt from literature written by 

Herodotus 
 

 

*Explain some of Herodotus's contributions 

*Describe details of Greek mythology 

   

 


