
Literary Terms and Definitions 

Grade 6, 7, 8 
 
1. Allusion – a reference to a person, event, or place, real or fictitious, or to a work of art 

 
2. Analogy – a comparison made between two items, situations, or ideas that are somewhat alike, 

but different in most respects 

 
3. Antagonist – a character in a story or play who opposes the chief character 

 
4. Atmosphere – the mood of a literary work 

 
5. Autobiography – the story of a life, written by the person who lived it 

 
6. Biography – any account of a person’s life 

 
7. Characterization – method an author uses to acquaint a reader with his/her character 

 
8. Cliché – expression or phrase that is so overused as to become trite and meaningless 

 
9. Climax – the decisive point when the problem must be resolved one way or another 

 
10. Conflict – the struggle between two opposing forces 

 
11. Connotation – emotional associations surrounding a word or phrase 

 
12. Denotation – literal meaning of a word 

 
13. Denouement – the resolution of the plot 

 
14. Dialogue – conversation between two or more people in a work 

 
15. Diction – author’s word choice 

 
16. Exposition – the beginning of a work of fiction, esp. a play in which the author sets the 

atmosphere, tone, explains the setting, introduces characters 

 
17. Extended metaphor/conceit – a figure of speech that is used throughout an entire work or a 

great part of it (usually found in poetry, but can be in prose) 

 
18. Flashback – interruption of the narrative to show an episode that happened before that point 

in the story 

 
20. Foreshadow - literary device in which an author indistinctly suggests certain plot developments that 

might come later in the story. 

 
19. Hyperbole – figure of speech involving great exaggeration 
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20. Imagery – sensory details that provide vividness in a literary work and tend to arouse 

emotions in the reader 

 
21. Inference – a reasonable conclusion about the behavior of a character or the meaning of an 

event drawn from the limited information presented by the author 

 
22. Irony – term used to describe a contrast between what appears to be and what really is 

 
23. Local color – detailed representation in fiction of the setting, dialect, dress, climate, manners, 

customs, etc. of a particular area 

 
24. Metaphor – an extended speech involving an implied comparison 

 
25. Monologue – an extended speech given by one character 

 
26. Narrator – the teller of the story 

 
27. Personification – representation of abstractions, ideas, animals, or inanimate objects as 

having human qualities 

 
28. Plot – a series of happenings in a literary work 

 
29. Point of view – relationship assumed between the teller of a story and the characters in it (1st, 

2nd, 3
rd

) 

 
30. Protagonist – leading character in a literary work 

 
31. Rising action – building of tension between opposing characters or forces toward climax 

 
32. Sarcasm – use of language to hurt, wound, or ridicule; less subtle than irony 

 
33. Satire – technique that employs wit to ridicule a subject, usually some social institution or 

human foible, with the intention to inspire reform (Sarcasm and irony are often used in writing 

satire) 

 
34. Setting – time (of day, season, period in history) and place in which action of a narrative 

occurs 

 
35. Simile – figure of speech involving a comparison using like or as 

 
36. Stereotype – conventional character, plot, or setting which possesses little or not individuality 

 
37. Symbolism – the use in literature of objects or events to represent something other than 

themselves 



38. Theme – main idea or underlying meaning of a literary work 

39. Tragedy – when the main character suffers disaster after a serious struggle, but faces his/her 

downfall in such a way as to attain heroic stature 


